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International Humanitarian Law

Global Initiative to Renew Political Commitment to International

Humanitarian Law

At the outset, allow me to thank the parties responsible for this qualitative
initiative, represented by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Brazil, China, France, Kazakhstan and
South Africa, and we hope that it will turn into an effective platform to restore
what remains of the prestige of international humanitarian law, the dignity of

victims, and the effectiveness of international obligations.

| am speaking to you on behalf of the Palestinian National Committee for
International Humanitarian Law, a committee established by presidential decree
and chaired by the Ministry of Justice and whose members include
representatives of the state's civilian and military institutions, and concerned with
promoting respect for and dissemination of international humanitarian law and
harmonizing national legislation in line with the international obligations of the

State of Palestine.

As the Global Initiative for Renewed Political Commitment to IHL is launched,
the Occupied Palestinian Territory — particularly in the Gaza Strip — is witnessing
an unprecedented collapse of the pillars of IHL, and a systematic undermining

of its fundamental principles.

It is no secret that you are aware that international humanitarian law aims to
protect civilians, women, children, the wounded, prisoners, medical staff,
journalists, civilian objects, and cultural property, and the law prohibits the

targeting or destruction of these groups and property in armed conflicts, but in
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Palestine the principle of humanitarian protection has completely collapsed, as
there is no protection provided to a child, woman or any of the groups protected

under international humanitarian law.
Ladies and gentlemen

In the introduction to this initiative, there is a phrase (IHL today stands at a
crossroads) and | fear that this phrase will turn into an end if the world
continues its silence towards the crimes committed against innocent people in

Palestine, and we are not far from that.

Returning to the role of national committees on international humanitarian
law as central tools to promote respect for the law, the initiative showed that
there are 119 such committees around the world, but only half of them are
working effectively, but where they do they become effective tools for local
change: from reforming legislation, to promoting treaty ratification, to training
military and civilians, raising community awareness, and making

recommendations to governments.

Within the framework of the implementation of the strategic plan of the
Palestinian National Committee for International Humanitarian Law, and within
the continuous efforts to promote respect for the rules of international
humanitarian law in Palestine, the Committee has achieved during the past

period a number of important achievements, most notably:

1. Preparing the integrated national action plan for the years 2025 and 2026,

in line with the sectoral plans of the member bodies of the Committee.
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The preparation of a legal framework (system) for the National
Committee has been initiated to ensure the unification of roles and the
strengthening of institutional coordination.

Adoption of the final draft of the introductory guide foremployees of the
Palestinian security forces on the applications of international
humanitarian law.

Publish the core international conventions of international humanitarian
law in the Official Gazette, in order to strengthen the national legal
framework.

Work is currently underway to harmonize national legislation with the
obligations of the State of Palestine in line with the rules of international
humanitarian law.

Strengthen cooperation with academic institutions to involve legal experts
in the review and development of technical and legislative tools.

Within the framework of the League of Arab States, the Committee
supports the establishment of a permanent Arab committee on

international humanitarian law.

Returning to the second track of this initiative, we recommend the following:

Activating the role of national committees and seriously engaging in
the seven tracks proposed within the initiative, especially with regard
to the protection of civilian objects, medical and media staff.

Advocate for the drafting of a global charter of National Committees,
based on best practices, and promoting regional and international

cooperation between them.
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3. Affirm that the absence of accountability for the crimes of occupation
in Palestine represents an existential threat to international
humanitarian law, and to its credibility as a global umbrella for

protection.
Conclusion:

The global initiative to renew commitment to international humanitarian law
must be a real turning point in the mechanisms of protection and accountability,
and what is happening in Palestine, especially in Gaza, must be at the heart of
this initiative, not on its margins, as it is the most urgent example of the failure
of the protection system, and the need to rebuild it, through effective national
committees, independent international accountability mechanisms, and political

will that does not evade the law but leads it.

Peace, mercy and blessings of God
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