ORIGINAL IN ARABIC BELOW
Al-Lajna'ah al-Watani'ah al-Qa'anun al-Dawlai al-Insaanaa'i

People's Democratic Republic of Algeria

The participation of the Algerian State, through its National
Committee for International Humanitarian Law, in this important
meeting is mainly due to its respect and reverence for the values,
principles and rules of this law, which made it call on States in various
international and regional forums to resort to the application of the
principles of this law during international and non-international armed
conflicts. and civilian objects.

Respect for the rules of international humanitarian law is not a luxury
or an advantage, but an international legal, moral and humanitarian
obligation that falls to all States, as subjects of international law,
concerned with its application.

The protection of civilians and civilian property in times of armed
conflict is one of the basic principles of international humanitarian law,
because these two groups do not participate in fighting during wars, and
have nothing to do with the conduct of military operations, so attacking
them does not achieve any military advantage but rather violates the
rules of international humanitarian law.

Attacks on these two groups do not achieve the principle of
proportionality during the attack, because this group is not the
aggressor, and therefore respect for these matters is one of the most
sacred rules of international humanitarian law past, present and future.

The obligation to defend civilians and civilian objects is a
humanitarian duty required by human dignity, as well as a legal duty
required by the principles enshrined in the Geneva Conventions and
human rights conventions, Algeria's defense of these values is not the
result of chance or international circumstance, but stems from its long
history of resisting the occupation, where the values of international
humanitarian law were upheld during the popular resistance to the
occupation led by Emir Abdelkader. These lofty humanitarian

principles were enshrined during the glorious liberation revolution,



which led the Swiss state to accept the accession of the then Algerian
provisional government to the Geneva Conventions on june 20, 1960.

After independence, the Algerian state continued its endeavor to
defend these noble values and principles by supporting the oppressed
and occupying countries to restore their sovereignty.

In the field of promoting humanitarian action, the Algerian State
concluded a headquarters agreement with the delegation of the
International Committee of the Red Cross, and then established the
National Committee for International Humanitarian Law, and on
the occasion of the implementation of the memorandum of
understanding between the International Committee of the Red Cross
and the Secretary-General of the League of Arab States for the teaching
of law, Algeria was one of the first countries to participate in all events
organized by the League and the International Committee of the Red
Cross at the headquarters of the Arab Center for Legal and Judicial
Research in Beirut - Lebanon.-.

The National Commission for International Humanitarian Law in
Algeria is "a permanent advisory body entrusted with assisting the

public authorities in all matters related to international
humanitarian law with its opinions and studies". The Committee is

composed of 19 ministries ands national bodies, so the advice requested

by the relevant ministries from the formulation of government policies
on international humanitarian law, national positions or accession to
the relevant treaties or conventions, these matters are carried out
through the representative of the National Committee for International
Humanitarian Law in the ministry concerned on the subject requested.
, Whether it is related to foreign affairs such as accession to international
conventions and treaties, humanitarian issues, or armed conflicts.

With regard to the teaching of international humanitarian law, the
holding of training courses and workshops, or participation in regional
and international meetings held abroad, the Committee is competent in
this matter.

Since the establishment of the Commission, the teaching of
international humanitarian law, the law of armed conflict and
international criminal law has been opened in various civil and
military schools, which has led to raising the level of members of the
armed forces and civilians in this field.

2



The National Committee for International Humanitarian Law does
not consider the application of international humanitarian law in
other States as sovereign matters, and the Algerian State operates on
the principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of States,
pursuant to the provisions of article 28 of the Algerian Constitution.

On the other hand, at the suggestion of the Algerian Committee, a draft
Arab indicative law for the protection of children in armed conflict
is currently being studied IN THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES, AND THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF A PERMANENT ARAB COMMITTEE ON
INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW AT THE LEVEL OF THE
LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES IS BEING STUDIED.

The National Committee for International Humanitarian Law pays
great attention to disseminating the principles and rules of international
humanitarian law at the national level to various bodies of society
through the teaching of the subjects of this law in police schools, the
National School of Prison Administration and the National School of
Administration.

At the regional level, the Committee held an international
conference in Algiers on "Emir Abdelkader and international

humanitarian law" in conjunction with the International Committee of
the Red Cross, as well as the "Tenth Meeting of Arab National
Committees for International Humanitarian Law".

With regard to the existing challenges that may prevent the
National Committee for International Humanitarian Law from
taking steps to renew political action in order to strengthen
international humanitarian law, this is due to the serious and gross
violations to which the provisions of the law are currently exposed
in full view of the international community, without there being a real
reaction on the part of the various States and bodies concerned with
respecting the provisions of this law, which has led to a weakening of
the status of international humanitarian law in the eyes of the peoples
who These violations occurred on it.

In order to overcome these challenges, it is incumbent upon these
concerned bodies, especially the United Nations Security Council, as
the primary concerned with the maintenance of international peace and
security in accordance with Chapter V11 of the Charter of the United
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Nations, to play its role entrusted to it in accordance with the
provisions of Article 24 of the Charter of the United Nations, and to

refrain from dealing with violations of international humanitarian law
with a political logic, which prefers personal interests over the logic of
international law, which prevails over public interests.

The role of other States in supporting this endeavour is to:

Take effective measures, including interdependence among them, in
order to create a real force that can influence the international scene.

Pressure on countries that violate international humanitarian law, and
those that help them in doing so, to respect their international
obligations in this regard, so that the double standard on which
international action is currently based, especially in the field of
international conflict resolution, is eliminated.
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